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December 22, 2024 

Welcome 

The Hymn of Invocation 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 

ref Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

 

5 All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation and Confession of Sins…………………………………………..(pg. 151 in Lutheran Service Book) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 

Let us then confess all our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore announce the full forgiveness of 
all our sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 

The Kyrie…………………………………………………………………………...……(pg. 152 in Lutheran Service Book) 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy.  
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 
let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

♪ Amen. 
 
Hymn Of Praise………………………………………………………………………(pg. 155 in Lutheran Service Book) 

This is the Feast of Victory 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia.  
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Lord be with you.   

♪ And also with you. 
 
Let us Pray: O King of glory, lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph, we pray that you would send us a 
full measure of your Spirit that we may be open to the possibilities you send us to love you with 
all our heart and love our neighbors as ourselves; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

Old Testament                                                                                                            Micah 5:2&4 
    But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out 
of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times. He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in 
the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then his 
greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle                                                                                                                  Galatians 6:9-10 
    Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
The Verse………………………………………………………………………………...(pg. 156 in Lutheran Service Book) 

♪ Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?   
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia.  
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The Gospel                                                                     Luke 2:8-18 
♪ Glory to you, O Lord. 

    And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger."  
    Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 
    When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  
    So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

♪ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Object Lesson 
 

The Hymn of the Day 

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

    He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

    Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

    Thou my Savior art! 

    Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

    Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

    Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

    Draw me unto Thee! 

    Draw me unto Thee! 

3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

    Death was reigning o’er us 

Through sin and vanity 

    Till He opened for us 

A bright eternity. 

    May we praise Him there! 

    May we praise Him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

    Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

    Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

    Oh, that we were there! 

    Oh, that we were there! 
Text: Public domain 

Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the   
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third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers [If you need information to send a card or call to someone for whom we prayed, please contact 

Pastor John.] 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus  

And for all people according to their needs. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting your mercy; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Our offerings help to support:   
(HOPE) Homeless Outreach Providing Encouragement 

 
The Offertory……………………………………………………………….(sung to #955 in the Lutheran Service Book) 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.   
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
that we may be fed with the bread of life.   
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;  
unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence,  
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

The Preface……………………………………………………………………………..(pg. 160 in Lutheran Service Book) 
The Lord be with you. 

♪ And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

♪ We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

♪ It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising you and singing: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of pow’r and might:  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
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Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us children of men and 
given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.  We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts that he may establish in us a living faith and prepare us 
joyfully to remember our Redeemer and receive him who comes to us in his body and blood. 

Jesus’ Instruction for Holy Communion 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The Agnus Dei…………………………………………………………………………(pg. 163 in Lutheran Service Book) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

[If your body does not tolerate alcohol, the back row of the individual cups are grape juice.] 
 

The Distribution Hymns 

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

1 Come, your hearts and voices raising, 

Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 

Loudly sing His love amazing, 

    Worthy folk of Christendom. 

 

2 Christ, from heav’n to us descending 

And in love our race befriending; 

In our need His help extending, 

    Saved us from the wily foe. 

 

3 Jacob’s star in all its splendor 

Beams with comfort sweet and tender, 

Forcing Satan to surrender, 

    Breaking all the pow’rs of hell. 

4 From the bondage that oppressed us, 

From sin’s fetters that possessed us, 

From the grief that sore distressed us, 

    We, the captives, now are free. 

 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000716 

 

385 From East to West 

1 From east to west, from shore to shore 

    Let ev’ry heart awake and sing 

The holy child whom Mary bore, 

    The Christ, the everlasting king. 

 

2 Behold, the world’s creator wears 

    The form and fashion of a slave; 

Our very flesh our maker shares, 

    His fallen creatures all to save. 

 

3 For this how wondrously He wrought! 

    A maiden, in her lowly place, 

Became, in ways beyond all thought, 

    The chosen vessel of His grace. 

 

4 And while the angels in the sky 

    Sang praise above the silent field, 

To shepherds poor the Lord Most High, 

    The one great Shepherd, was revealed. 

5 All glory for this blessèd morn 

    To God the Father ever be; 

All praise to You, O Virgin-born, 

    And Holy Ghost eternally. 
Text: Public domain  
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The body and blood of our Lord strengthen and preserve you steadfast in the faith to life 
everlasting.  Go in peace. 

Amen. 
 

The Post Communion Canticle…………………………………………….….(pg. 164 in Lutheran Service Book) 
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.   
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.   
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy  
With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through this good gift, and we 
implore you that of your mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen. 
 
Choir                                                                                                             “Mary Did You Know?” 
 
Benediction  
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

♪ Amen. 
 

The Final Hymn 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

ref Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Server Schedule 

 

Altar flowers are given by Inge & Monika Reitz in celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.  Blessings to all for a joyous Christmas season! 

 

Birthdays this Week 

12/22 Barbara Anderson 

12/27 John Thieme 

12/28 Dennis Dyer 

 
Anniversaries this Week 

12/28 Royce & Paula Boehrs 

 


