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April 12, 2026 

Welcome 

The Hymn of Invocation 

818 In Thee Is Gladness 

1 In Thee is gladness 

    Amid all sadness, 

Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

    By Thee are given 

    The gifts of heaven, 

Thou the true Redeemer art. 

    Our souls Thou wakest, 

    Our bonds Thou breakest; 

    Who trusts Thee surely 

    Has built securely; 

He stands forever: Alleluia! 

    Our hearts are pining 

    To see Thy shining, 

    Dying or living 

    To Thee are cleaving; 

Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

2 Since He is ours, 

    We fear no powers, 

Not of earth nor sin nor death. 

    He sees and blesses 

    In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath. 

    Wherefore the story 

    Tell of His glory 

    With hearts and voices; 

    All heav’n rejoices 

In Him forever: Alleluia! 

    We shout for gladness, 

    Triumph o’er sadness, 

    Love Him and praise Him 

    And still shall raise Him 

Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation and Confession of Sins…………………………………………..(pg. 151 in Lutheran Service Book) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 

Let us then confess all our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore announce the full forgiveness of 
all our sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 

The Kyrie…………………………………………………………………………...……(pg. 152 in Lutheran Service Book) 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 
let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

♪ Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

♪ Amen. 
♪  

Hymn Of Praise………………………………………………………………………(pg. 155 in Lutheran Service Book) 

This is the Feast of Victory 

This is the feast of victory for our God.   
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God.   
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.   
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.   
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia.  
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.   
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Lord be with you.   

♪ And also with you. 
 

Let us Pray: Lord Jesus, by Your Spirit, You give us faith to cast out all fear. Help us, we pray, 
that when we are afraid, we turn to You and trust in Your power and love; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Old Testament                                                                                                       Psalm 147:10-11 
    God’s pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor his delight in the legs of the warrior; the 
Lord delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle                                                                                                                     Romans 8:31-32 
    What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things? 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Verse………………………………………………………………………………...(pg. 156 in Lutheran Service Book) 

♪ Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?   
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Gospel                                                                        Matthew 27:62-66, 28:1-15 (excerpts) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

    [The day after Jesus died and was buried,] ...the chief priests and the Pharisees went to 
Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three 
days I will rise again.’ So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. 
Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been 
raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” 
    “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they 
went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 
    After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week..... There was a violent earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and 
sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards 
were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
    Some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had 
happened. When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the 
soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the 
night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this report gets to the governor, we will 
satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So the soldiers took the money and did as they were 
instructed. And this story has been widely circulated...to this very day. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

♪ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Object Lesson 
 
The Hymn of the Day 

728 How Firm a Foundation 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 

 

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
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The Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Our offerings help to support:   
CALMS (Choval, Guatemala) 
 

The Offertory……………………………………………………………….(sung to #955 in the Lutheran Service Book) 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;  
unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence,  
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
The Prayers [If you need information to send a card or call to someone for whom we prayed, please contact 

Pastor John.] 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus  

And for all people according to their needs. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting your mercy; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Preface……………………………………………………………………………..(pg. 160 in Lutheran Service Book) 
The Lord be with you. 

♪ And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

♪ We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

♪ It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of pow’r and might:  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us children of men and 
given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.  We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts that he may establish in us a living faith and prepare us 
joyfully to remember our Redeemer and receive him who comes to us in his body and blood. 

Jesus’ Instruction for Holy Communion 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
The Agnus Dei…………………………………………………………………………(pg. 163 in Lutheran Service Book) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
[If your body does not tolerate alcohol, the back row of the individual cups are grape juice.] 

 

The Distribution Hymns 
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743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 

Fount of purest pleasure, 

    Truest friend to me, 

Ah, how long in anguish 

Shall my spirit languish, 

    Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 

        Thou art mine, 

        O Lamb divine! 

I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 

Naught I ask beside Thee. 

 

2 In Thine arms I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 

    Cannot reach me here. 

Though the earth be shaking, 

Ev’ry heart be quaking, 

    Jesus calms my fear. 

        Lightnings flash 

        And thunders crash; 

Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 

Jesus will not fail me. 

 

3 Satan, I defy thee; 

Death, I now decry thee; 

    Fear, I bid thee cease. 

World, thou shalt not harm me 

Nor thy threats alarm me 

    While I sing of peace. 

        God’s great pow’r 

        Guards ev’ry hour; 

Earth and all its depths adore Him, 

Silent bow before Him. 

4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 

    Jesus is my choice. 

Hence, all empty glory! 

Naught to me thy story 

    Told with tempting voice. 

        Pain or loss, 

        Or shame or cross, 

Shall not from my Savior move me 

Since He deigns to love me. 

 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 

Text: Public domain 

 

702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

1 My faith looks up to Thee, 

Thou Lamb of Calvary, 

    Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray; 

Take all my guilt away; 

O let me from this day 

    Be wholly Thine! 

 

2 May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart; 

    My zeal inspire! 

As Thou hast died for me, 

Oh, may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, 

    A living fire! 

3 While life’s dark maze I tread 

And griefs around me spread, 

    Be Thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day, 

Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray 

    From Thee aside. 

 

4 When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold, sullen stream 

    Shall o’er me roll, 

Blest Savior, then, in love, 

Fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, 

    A ransomed soul! 

Text: Public domain 

 

The body and blood of our Lord strengthen and preserve you steadfast in the faith to life 
everlasting.  Go in peace. 

Amen.  
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The Post Communion Canticle………………………………………………..(pg. 164 in Lutheran Service Book) 
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.   
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.   
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy  
With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through this good gift, and we 
implore you that of your mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen. 
 
Benediction  
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

♪ Amen. 
 

The Final Hymn 

924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 

    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Your love possessing, 

    Triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us; O refresh us, 

Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 

    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of Your salvation 

    In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 

To Your truth may we be found. 

 

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 

    From our struggling pilgrim way, 

Let not fear of death appall us, 

    Glad Your summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever 

Reign with You in endless day. 

Text: Public domain 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Server Schedule 

 
 

Flowers today are donated by Jon and Wanda Spacht, in celebration of their 46th wedding 
anniversary. 
 

Birthdays this Week 

04/12 Sharon Barber 

04/17 Lorraine Roemer 

 
Anniversaries this Week 

04/12 Jon & Wanda Spacht 
 


